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Engaging with students in two Italian high schools as part of the “Back to School” programme.

This is not my first time taking part in the ‘Back to School’ programme. | first participated in 2019,
when | was working at the European Parliament. It was the European election year, and the
initiative was being strongly promoted. Since then, | have tried to take part almost every year, with
a pause during the Covid period. Beyond this programme, | regularly engage with young people
through my volunteer work, presenting my profession and sharing information about career paths
within the EU institutions. | deeply believe in the importance of engaging with young people,
opening spaces for dialogue, and helping them build a stronger connection with Europe.

This is the second year | have taken part in the programme as a staff member of the General
Secretan'at of the Counci (GSC). and the second time I have chosen to do s0 in [taly, at the

aunt, who teaches in one of these schools and was eager to be part of the initiative, asked me to
come and speak to her students; and | immediately said yes! In a small town where news travels
fast, | ended up stepping into other classrooms as well.

This year, | spent two momings meeting in five different classes, from the first year of high school
through to the final year. | had already met one of the classes last time, which made it particularly
interesting to build on our previous exchange and create continuity.

During my presentations, | chose to speak about the European Union in a broad way: what the EU
does for citizens, how it shapes daily life, and why it matters. | then presented my own career path
and my current job at the GSC. | also highlighted the wide range of opportunities available to
young people from profassional pathways (EPS0Q competitions, careers in the insiituﬁons

social engagement opportunities (including the European Sohdanty Corps and the European Youth
Event).

Engaging with young people about the EU and career possibilities is always enriching for them, but
also for mefus. These exchanges help raise awareness about the European project and provide
students with reliable, official sources of information, enabling them to embrace their role as
European citizens.

| strongly encourage colleagues to take part in this initiative. It offers a unique opportunity to return
to one's former school (or to visit new ones) and, to promote the European Union and the careers
within its institutions. It is always a rewarding experience, and both students and teachers are
always very happy.
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eu Hier et aujourd'hui, j'ai eu le plaisir de participer au programme « Back to School
», une initiative des institutions européennes qui permet de retourner dans les
établissements scolaires pour présenter notre parcours et partager notre expérience
professionnelle au sein de I'Union européenne.

Je me suis rendue & Orbetello, en Toscane (Italie), ol réside une partie de ma famille,
pour intervenir au lycée linguistique et au lycée hotelier.

Au cours de deux matinées, j'ai rencontré cinq classes de premiére, deuxiéme et
derniére année. Ces échanges m'ont permis de présenter mon parcours, le métier
que j'exerce au sein du Secrétariat général du Council of the European Union et les
nombreuses opportunités proposées par I'Union européenne, qu'il s'agisse de
stages, d'emplois, de formations ou des nombreux domaines d'action de I'UE au
quotidien.

Une expérience particuliérement enrichissante, qui rappelle Iimportance du dialogue
avec les jeunes - comme avec I'ensemble des citoyennes et citoyens européens -
pour promouvoir I'Europe et contribuer, ensemble, & construire celle de demain.

Un grand merdi aux enseignantes Simona, Laura, Romina et Anna Lisa pour leur
accueil, et au plaisir de renouveler cette expérience I'année prochaine &

#StaffAmbassador#EU
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eu leri e oggi ho avuto il piacere di partecipare al programma “"Ritorno a Scuola®,
un'iniziativa delle istituzioni europee che ci permette di tornare nelle scuole per
presentare il nostro percorso e condividere la nostra esperienza professionale
all'interno dell'Unione Europea.

Sono andato a Orbetello, in Toscana (Italia), dove vive parte della mia famiglia, per
parlare alla scuola di lingue e alla scuola di albergo.

Nel corso di due mattine, ho incontrato cinque classi del primo, secondo e ultimo
anno. Questi scambi mi hanno permesso di presentare il mio background, il lavoro
che svolgo all'interno della Segreteria Generale dell'Council of the European Union e
le numerose opportunita offerte dall'Unione Europea, che si tratti di tirocini, lavori,
formazione o le numerose aree di azione dell'UE quotidianamente.

£ stata un'esperienza particolarmente arricchente, che ci ricorda I'importanza del
dialogo con i giovani — cosi come con tutti i cittadini europei - per promuovere
I'Europa e contribuire, insieme, alla costruzione dell'Europa di domani.

Un grande grazie alle insegnanti Simona, Laura, Romina e Anna Lisa per il loro
benvenuto e il piacere di poter rivivere questa esperienza il prossimo & anno

#StaffAmbassador#EU
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